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Application/Control Number: 09/817,225 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed 7/27/06 has been entered. 

(2) Claim Status 

independent Claims 1 , 2, 3, 4 are active and are rejected as followed. 
(3) Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 . Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The 1 st step of method claim 2 and 2 nd step of method claim 4 of: 

"evaluating accuracy of real estate business deal introduction information ... 
indicating whether a plurality of items .... are accurate" is vague and indefinite. How the 
evaluation the accuracy of the real estate business deal introduction information is 
carried out? A citation or an example in the specification to clarify this point is 
requested to overcome the rejection. Similarly, the systems of 1 and 3 are rejected for 
similar reasons set forth in the method claims 2 and 4 above. 

Response to Arguments: Applicant's comment that the specification, for example, 
at least at page 12, line 9 to page 13, line 1 and Fig. 9, explains how to carry out this 
"evaluation accuracy" step. However, revealing the cited paragraphs indicates there is 
discussion about the confirmation of information (CGI program 206) and the transfer of 
the parameters but there is no citation with respect to "evaluating accuracy of the real 
estate business deal introduction information". 
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(4) Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
. the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4, 2 (methods), 1 and 3 (systems) are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Applicant Admitted Prior Art (or AAPA) in 
view of STOREY or vice versa. 

As for independent Method claims 4 and 2, which have similar limitations, 
AAPA, as shown on page 1 , under "Description of the Related Art", discloses that in the 
real estate business, gathering or holding business deal information is very important to 
win a large number of orders (purchase or buying) whether the deal is closed or not and 
the gathering step has been mainly performed by hand (manually or personally) and not 
put into a computer system for efficient access. Furthermore, the information gathering 
range is limited to the personnel connection of each agent and useful information 
cannot be quickly gathered in volume. 

In a system for managing business transaction (deal), STOREY discloses 
discloses disadvantages for handling the awarded points manually such as no 
immediacy effect and discloses an automatic method for managing a business 
transaction (purchase of an item, such as ordering a merchandise or product) and 
managing the award/reward points related to the transaction to registered (or enrolled) 
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members of a group in accordance with registered member point files stored in a 
computer connected to a network so that the rewarded points can be utilized 
immediately upon confirmation {col. 1, lines 55-60, col. 2, lines 12-30, see Fig. 2, 
(180E), col. 5, lines 44-57}, comprising: 

(a) allowing the computer connected to the network (or online or Internet) to 
receive the information provided from a user terminal connected to the electronic 
network, and evaluating accuracy of information whether a plurality of items (some 
information) which are included in purchase information supplied from the registered 
member, are accurate (or checking or verifying some user input information) {Fig. 2, 
(140), col. 5, lines 8-10, 20-25 (or col. 5:8-10 , 20-25) some information such as credit 
card information, i.e. (1) credit card number and (2) dollar amount), coL 5:28-35 "Credit 
Check"} and; 

(b) adding or incrementing a number of reward points in the registered member 
point file of the registered member supplying information, for each of the plurality of 
items confirmed to be accurate (see Fig. 2, 170. 180E, 190, 200, col. 5:44t55). As for 
the limitation of receiving the information from a user terminal, this is taught in col. 5:1- 
10 wherein the user feeds in a lot of information from his terminal to the on-line network. 
Note, that the term "user" is broad and could include any one who uses the system or 
element of Fig. 2. Alternatively, since the method is carried out online or on the 
Internet, the use of computer to connect to the network is inherently in Fig. 2 of 
STOREY or would have been obvious to install them to allow the accessing and 
functioning on the Internet. 
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It would have been obvious to modify the manual data/information management 
of real estate business deal/transaction of AAPA by using the on-line, interactive 
computer automated system of STOREY as mere obvious replacing of manual activity 
with automatic means to achieve well known benefits such as immediate access to the 
deal information and points on the on-line/Internet network as taught by STOREY 
above. See also In re Vennel, 120 UQ 192. 

Alternatively, it would have been obvious to modify the manual management of 
real estate business deal/transaction of AAPA by using the computer automated system 
of STOREY for the advantage of providing automatic, on-line, interactive award 
redemption program which is fully integrated {see col. 1, lines 13-15, or lines 62-64}. 

Vice versa, it would have been obvious to modify the teachings of STOREY by 
changing the purchased item/product from merchandise/product to house (real estate) 
as taught by AAPA as mere replacing similar purchase item/product to achieve similar 
results. 

Note also that the evaluating/checking/verifying of other similar or desired 
business transaction/deal information using the same managing/checking steps above 
to achieve similar result would have been obvious to a skilled artisan, experienced 
businessperson with a college degree, as mere using other similar/equivalent business 
steps to achieve similar results, absent evidence of unexpected results. 

As for Independent apparatus claims 1 and 3, which have similar limitations 
as in method claims 2, and 4, STOREY in view of AAPA or vice versa would disclose a 
business information managing system of registered/enrolled members comprising: 
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(a) a real estate (house) business information reception unit formed in a part of a 
computer connected to an electronic network for receiving real estate (house) purchase 
information from a registered member containing a plurality of items over the electronic 
network {see Fig. 2, 130, 150P, 170, 180E, col. 5:1-45}, 

(b) a registered member point file formed in a part of the computer, the registered 
member point file managing points attributed to each of the registered member {see 
c5:45-55}, 

(c ) a confirmation information reception unit formed in a part of the computer, the 
confirming unit confirm the accuracy of real estate deal information sent from user 
terminals by registered members {see col. 5:8-10, 24-33, col. 7:60-67, col. 8:1-8}, and 

(d) a point accumulation unit connected to the network, said point accumulation 
unit adjusting points earned by registered members based on whether information sent 
fro user terminal by registered member is confirmed by the confirmation information 
reception unit {see Fig. 2, 190, 200, 210}. As for the limitation of receiving the 
information from a user terminal, this is taught in c5: 1-10 wherein the user feeds in a lot 
of information from his terminal to the on-line network. Note, that the term "user" is 
broad and could include any one who uses the system or element of Fig. 2. 
Alternatively, since the method is carried out online or on the Internet, the use of 
computer to connect to the network is inherently in Fig. 2 of STOREY or would have 
been obvious to install them to allow the accessing and functioning on the Internet. 

Alternatively, the evaluating/checking/verifying of other similar or desired 
business transaction/deal information using the same managing/checking steps above 
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to achieve similar result would have been obvious to a skilled artisan, experienced 
businessperson with a college degree, as mere using other similar/equivalent business 
steps to achieve similar results, absent evidence of unexpected results. 

Alternatively, as for Independent apparatus claims 1 and 3, which are the 
respective elements to carry out the steps of method claims 2 and 4 above, they are 
rejected over the elements to carry out the steps as indicated in the rejections of claims 
1 and 3 above. 

Response to Arguments 

4. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references . See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). The main concept is the conversion of manual collection/gathering and holding 
of information as indicated in AAPA and the Background of the Invention of STOREY 
(col. 1) to the new automated data collection/gathering and storing the information on 
databases of the wide area computer network (Internet/online) of STOREY wherein the 
user can access the gathered information and use the data immediately. As for the 
difference in the type of business transactions, type of business information/data, these 
are not essential and would have been obvious to a skilled artisan, computer scientist. 
Data stored on a database are data and the type of data are considered as non- 
functional descriptive material and have no patentable weight. Alternatively, the same 
data base and computer network system can be applied to variety of business 
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applications whether it deals with house purchase or item purchase. The difference in 
the purchased item is not critical. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1) US 5,692,206 discloses a method and apparatus for automating the 
generation of legal document. 

2) US 6,226,623, discloses a global financial services integration system and 
process. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



No claims are allowed. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct@uspto.Qov . Should 
you have any questions on access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

In receiving an Office Action, it becomes apparent that certain documents are 
missing, e. g. copies of references, Forms PTO 1449, PTO-892, etc., requests for 
copies should be directed to Tech Center 3600 Customer Service at (571 ) 272-3600, or 
e-mail CustomerService3600@uspto.gov . 

Any inquiry concerning the merits of the examination of the application should be 
directed to Dean Tan Nguyen at telephone number (571 ) 272-6806 . My work schedule 
is normally Monday through Friday from 6:30 am - 4:00 pm. I am scheduled to be off 
every other Friday. 

Should I be unavailable during my normal working hours, my supervisor John 
Weiss can be reached at (571)272-6812 . 

The main FAX phone numbers for formal communications concerning this 
application are (571)273-8300 . My personal Fax is (571 ) 273-6806 . Informal 
communications may be made, following a telephone call to the examiner, by an 
informal FAX number to be given. 



dtn 

October 4, 2006 



